1!)                          LAST ESSAYS

WAS tlte determining quality of Ms soul.    I will not say

thai It was the greatest, because he had all the other
manly qualities of a great man,

The voyages of the early explorers were prompted
by an acquisitive spirit, the idea of lucre in some form,
the desire of trade or the desire of loot, disguised in
more or less fine words. But Cook's three voyages are
free from any taint of that sort. His aims needed no
disguise. They were scientific. His deeds speak for
themselves with the masterly simplicity of a hard-won
success. In that respect he seems to belong to the
single-minded explorers of the nineteenth century, the
late fathers of militant geography whose only object
was the search for truth. Geography is a science of
facts, and they devoted themselves to the discovery of
facts in the configuration and features of the main
continents.

It was the century of landsmen investigators. In
saying this I do not forget the polar explorers, whose
aims were certainly as pure as the air of those high
latitudes where not a few of them laid down their lives
for the advancement of geography. Seamen, men of
science, it is difficult to speak of them without admira-
tive emotion. The dominating figure among the
seamen explorers of the first half of the nineteenth
century is that of another good man, Sir John Franklin,
whose fame rests not only on the extent of his dis-
coveries, but on professional prestige and high personal
character. This great navigator, who never returned
home, served geography even in his death. The per-
sistent efforts extending over ten years to ascertain
his fate advanced greatly our knowledge of the polar
regions.

As gradually revealed to the world this fate appeared
the more tragic in this, that for the first two years the